

















UM 














ARS LONG A, VITA BREVIS. 
: MG iiyawwer : ya <2 7 « 
EDITED BY SEVERAL PHYSICIANS. 
VOL. I. PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 28, 1824. No. 20. 











MENTAL ALIENATION.—No. 6. 


The next class treated of by M. Geor- 
get is Stupidity, but as there is nothing 
particularly interesting in his view of 
this subject, we. pass on to the next,— 
Imbecility or Fatuity, which we dismiss 
in the same way, for the consideration of 
the « Second Chapter,”? which treats of 
the causes of Insanity. 

After observing, that M. Esquirol has 
only divided these into mental and phy- 
sical, and showing by a table there given, 
that several are very different, and can- 
not be united together, he ranks in his 
first section, of “ Predisposing Causes,” 
Inheritance, Sequels of Delivery, ‘The 
Critical Age, and Progress of Age. The 
first, he says, is very frequent, and more 
so among the rich than among the poor, 
but rarely provokes alone, the develope- 
ment of insanity; it only renders the 
brain more susceptible of receiving ill 
effects from exciting causes. 


‘*¢ To what shall we attribute this morbid, 


20 


hereditary disposition? Every organ is re- 
sponsible for the exercise of the functions, 
with which it is charged; if it executes them 
irregularly, it is because its organization is 
vicious: in the same way that the disposition 
to Phthisis, exists in the lungs, or a bad con- 
formation of the thorax, and the disposition to 
urinary calculi in a depraved secretion of 
urine; according to the way in which we 
have considered intelligence, it is to the 
brain that we should attribute the disposition 
to insanity.” 


Under the head of the Critical Age, 
we have the following:— 


‘* Miss R 68 years old, was, till 
an advanced age, very handsome, and in 
great vogue. Since a short time only, her 
comeliness having disappeared,’ numberless 
wrinkles have furrowed her skin; she is so 
much affected by it, that she has entirely lost 
her reason, and wishes to destroy herself; her 
vanity leads her to attribute to scurvy, what 
is a mere natural effect of years: she is con- 
fined in an asylum of Paris. 


For fear of being considered minute 
and tiresome, we omit many things con- 
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tained in the second chapter, all of 
the 3d and 4th, and will hereafter ex- 
tract a sentence here and there, as it 
may happen to illustrate or confirm any 
of the author’s peculiar views. We pass 
now, therefore, to Chapter 5, “ Of the 
Treatment of Mental Alienation.’ 


‘¢ Blind empiricism has so encumbered us 
with pretended specifics, that it is no easy task 
to separate the true from the false; the useful 
from the useless; what may be dangerous for 
the patient and the disease, from what will do 
them neither good nor harm. It is not long 
since the best method consisted in doing no- 
thing: if nature was thus sometimes left in 
embarassment, at least we did not place her 
there. 

‘‘ Methodically to treat a disease, we must, 
1st, know its seat and its nature; 2d, consider 
the nature and mode of action of its causes; 
3d, attend to certain individual dispositions, 
relative to sex, age, temperament, &c. That 
treatment by which we endeavour first to 
modify the action of the intellectual faculties, 
I shall call, direct empirical cerebral, or moral 
and intellectual. Most authors have called it 
simply, moral; I hardly like this expression, 
because it tends to exclude the idea of an 
action upon the organization, and indicates 
only a part of intelligence: I will however, 
make use of it, to avoid repetitions, or long 
circumlocutions. And that treatment which 
comprehends the employment of the means 
which exercise first their action upon organs 
distant from the brain, I shall call indtrect or 
rational. 

“ The first of these is entirely physiological: 
no physical agent can exercise its action upon 
the brain, as a remedy for insanity; and be- 
sides, whatever might effect this organ in this 
manner, would always cause more serious de- 
rangements, than those wished to be destroy- 
ed; such as blows, falls on the head. Even 
if such accidents had by chance effected a 
cure, it would not follow that we should me- 
thodically employ them. 

“To fulfil the different indications that 
present themselves, we may act upon the 
mind of the insane in two ways: passively, by 
separation, the manner of conducting them; 
and actively by what I shall call medical edu- 
cation. 

‘* To separate the insane from the objects 
which surround them, to withdraw them from 
the hands of their relations or friends, is the 
first condition, a condition almost indispensa- 
ble to their cure; and with very few excep- 
tions, we may say, that they never recover at 


home. There are three ways of atcomplish- 
ing this: by making the patients travel; by 
placing them in a private house, prepared ad 
hoc, and for one individual only ; or in a pub- 
lic, or private institution, destined to receive 
a certain number of these patients. 

‘* To give an idea of what these last should 
be, I will say a word of La Salpétriére. Con- 
taining about 1200 individuals, it is formed 
into two separate sections; one is for the 
idiots, the imbecile, and the insane in fatuity, 
to the number of 400; the other contains the 
maniacs, monomaniacs, and the stupid insane, 
incurable and under treatment. I shall only 
speak of this section, it alone having been 
built for the purpose it fulfills. It is composed, 
ist, of two grand dormitories, each fitted to 
contain 100 patients, destined, one for con- 
valescents, the other for the tranquil mono- 
maniacs; 2d, of many small dormitories, con- 
taining each 10 or 15 beds, which serve to 
lodge peaceable patients, who should live far 
from tumult; 3d, of a number of cells, with 
one or two beds, for the furious insane, or for 
those whose quarrelsome character cannot 
bear company. These habitations, construct- 
ed on the ground floor, except the dormitories 
of the monomaniacs, which is on the first floor, 
circumscribe more or less spacious courts, 
planted mostly with trees, with fountains, 
yielding abundance of water. The windows 
are large, but grated and barred. The cells 
have a door, and little window—the beds are 
firmly fixed in the wall. Various kinds of 
baths are in the establishments. A garden 
for walking is provided for the quiet patients; 
and a shop for those who wish to work. Many 
improvements might be made, but this esta- 
blishment, in spite of its defects, is one of the 
best in Europe.” 

For further details, respecting it—vide the 
article, ‘‘ Hospital for the Insane,” by M. 
Esquirol, in the Dictionary of Medical Sci- 
ences.” 

— 


LONGEVITY. 

Without pretending to affirm or deny 
the truth of the following list of longivity, 
we shall merely state that it is taken 
from the Dublin Mag. 3. p. 299.—We 
may hereafter enlarge the list from other 
sources.—It is well to preserve them, in 
a work rather more devoted to medical 
pursuits, than that from which it is 
copied. 

‘¢ Dr. Hufeland, in his Treatise on the Art 
of Prolonging Life, after noticing the ages at- 
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tained by Jenkins, Parr, Drakenberg, Effing- 
ham, and eight or ten others of less note, and 
who but little exceeded an hundred years, 
says these are the instances of great age in 
modern times with which he is acquainted. 
It is rather surprising, as he informs us the 
subject had engaged his attention for eight 
years, he should not have known that such 
instances of great longevily have been much 
more numervuus, of which the following list 
will furnish abundant proof. The instance of 
persons exceeding 100 years are so frequent, 
that [ have not included any who did not at- 
tain to the 120th year; the design being 
chiefly to shew the utmost period to which the 
duration of life, under the circumstances most 
conducive to its prolongation, has extended; 
and I have no doubt that many more might be 
added to the number by those who have better 
opportunities for collecting such accounts, 








Year Age 
1765 Dominick Joyce - - - 120 
1765 Mrs, Moore - ~ ~ ~ 120 
1766 John Mackay - - - - 120 
1768 Sir Fleetwood Sheppard - 120 

John Ryder . - - - 120 
— Mrs.Adams -- - : - 120 
1769 John Chump~  - - * - 120 
1770 Mrs, Sands~ - - - ~ 120 
—— Patrick Blewet - - - 120 
1771 Richard Gilshenan - - 120 
1772 Barbara Wilson - - - 120 
1774 Sieur dela Haye - - - 120 
1778 H. d’Arcary de Beaucovoy - 120 
1780 Monuela, a Negress - - 120 
1792 William Marshall - - - 120 

Flora Gale - ” “ 120 
1760 Elizabeth Hilton’. - - - 121 
1769 Francis Bons - - : 121 
1770 Mrs. Gray - - - - 121 
—— William Farr - - - 121 
1771 Owen Tudor’ - - - - il 
—— Margaret Mc Kay - - - 121 
1772 John Whalley - - - 121 
1773 Eleanor Spicer - - - 121 
1788 Henrietta Long - - - 121 
1752 Margaret Annesley - - 122 
1758 Catharine Giles” - - - 122 
1771 Mrs. Carman = - - - - 122 
1774 Andrew Brizin Debra - . 122 
1785 Mrs. Neale + - - - 122 
1791 Archibald Cameron - - ~ 122 
1769 Martha Preston - - - 123 
1779 Jean Arragus - - - 123 
1792 Mathew Taite - - - 123 
1708 Thomas Bright - : - 124 
1725 Elizabeth Stewart - - ~ 124 
1753 Andrew Bueno - - : 124 
1757 Robert Parr - - - - 124 


Year 
1760 Thomas Wishart - 
1762 Catharine Brebner 
1774 Andrew Vidal - 
1790 Abraham Vanverts 
1774 John Tice’ - . 
1780 Mr. Gernon - 
1785 Mr. Froome - 
1670 Robert perangueneny 
1706 John Bales” - 
1758 DavieGrant~ =}. 
1758 Mrs. Bampton . 
1769 William Hughes 
1772 Madame Girodolle 
1775 Daniel Mullecry 
1776 Martha Jackson’ - 
1761 John Newell’ - 
1755 Edglebert Hoff — - 
Mary John - 
1771 Mr. Fleming - 
1772 Abraham Strodtham 
1776 Mary Yates ‘ 
1768 Thomas King - 
1769 Joseph Gale - 
1771 John Gough’ - 
1759 Donald Cameron 
1766 John De la Somet 
George King . 
1767 Johu Taylor’ - 
1774 William Beaty 
1778 John Watson’ - 
1780 Robert Macbride 
— William Ellis’ - 
1764 Elizabeth Taylor 
1775 Peter Gardner 
1761 Elizabeth Merchant 
1772 Mrs. Keith ~ 
1767 Francis Ange : 
1777 John Brookey - 
1714 Jane Harrison 
1759 James Sheile 
1768 Catharine Noon 
1771 Margaret Forster 
1776 John Mouat 
1772 John Ricbardson 
1793 Robertson 
1757 ‘+ illiam Sharpley 
1768 Joan Mc Donough 
1772 Mrs. Clum - 
1766 Thomas Dobson~ - 
1785 Mary Cameron 
1732 William Leland - 
1770 James Sands_~ - 
973 Swarling, a Monk 
1773 Charles Mc Findley 
1757 John Effingham’ - 
1782 Evan Williams 
1766 Thomas Winsloe - 
1772 J. C. Draakenberg 
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Age 
124 
124 
124 
124 
125 
125 
125 
126 
126 
127 
127 
127 
127 
127 
127: 
127 
128 
128 
123 
128 
128 
129 
129 
129 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
131 
131 
133 
133 
134 
134 
135 
136 
136 
136 
136 
137 
137 
138 
138 
138 
139 
139 
140 
140 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
146 
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1652 William Mead ~ ~ - 148 
1768 Francis Confit - : - - 150 
1635 Thomas Parr - - - 152 
1656 James Bowels - - - - 152 
1648 Thomas Damme - - - 154 
1797 Joseph Surrington’~ - ~ - 160 
1670 Henry Jenkins : . . 169 
1780 Louisa Truxo - - - - 175 


The date affixed to each person’s name is 
the year they died in, except in five or six in- 
stances, in which the time of their decease 
not being ascertained, the latest year is given 
in which they were known to be living. Of 
other accounts, which for different reasons 
have not been included in the list, the follow- 
ing may deserve to be mentioned: John 
Dance of Virginia, who died at 125; Rice, a 
cooper in Southwark, 125; John Jacob, of 
Mount Jura, who died a few years since, aged 
128; Jeremy Gilbert, who died at Lutton, 
Northamptonshire,aged 132; NicholasPetours, 
canon and treasurer of the Cathedral of Cou- 
tance in Normandy, aged 137; a man named 
Fairbrother, living in 1770 at Wigan in Lan- 
cashire, aged 138; the Countess of Desmond, 
who died in Ireland at 140; Henry West, of 
Upton in Gloucestershire, who lived to 152: 
a peasant in Poland, who died in 1762, in the 
157th year of his age; and a Mulatto man 
who died in Fredericktown in 1797, said to 

‘have been 180 years old. 

Of the above number only 33 are females, 
which strongly confirms the remark of Dr. 
Hufeland, that the equilibrium and pliability 
of the female body seems, for a certain time, 
to give it more durability, and to render it 
less susceptible of injury from destructive in- 
fluences than that of men; but that male 
strength is, without doubt, necessary to arrive 
at a very great age. More women, therefore, 
become old, but fewer very old; and if the 
registers of mortality, from which tables of 
the probability of the duration of human life 
are formed, were more extensive, and com- 
prehended a greater number of years, sc as to 
include these instances of great longevity, the 
difference between the value of male and 
female lives, would appear less than it is sup- 
posed to be, and probably the sum of life of 
the whole of each sex approaches very nearly 
to equality. : 

The 104 persons in the above list were, at 
the time of their decease, inhabitants of the 
following countries: 


England 41 | Portugal 1 
Wales 4 | Italy 1 
Scotland. 16 | Turkey 1 
Treland 24 | West Indies 1 
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Norway 2 | South America 3 
Holland 1 | North America 5 
France A j 


The great proportion of inhabitants of 
Great Britain and Ireland, though perhaps 
arising in some measure from instances of 
great age not being so generally noticed and 
recorded in other places, at least shows that 
those. countries are not unfavourable to lon- 
gevity, and there can be little doubt that the 
usual duration of life is greater in temperate 
climes than in the extremes of heat or cold. 


Alesse, 


ELATERIUM. 


This medicine has gained no small re- 
pute within the last few years in the 
treatment of dropsy; and at the time it 
was first announced, it was peculiarly 
acceptable, as physicians were often 
completely at a nonplus in this frequent- 
ly obstinate and -unyielding complaint. 
It resisted the common purgatives, that 
are as it were dedicated to this disease, 
diuretics, diaphoretics, and other inter- 
nal as well as external remedies, and 
marched unchecked to that point at 
which relief is expected only from the 
operation of tapping. The elaterium 
was said to be not only beneficial in 
every stage of the disease, but peculiarly 
so at this particular juncture, when the 
surgeon’s trochar was about to be put in 
requisition. A few grains of this sub- 
stance would in a few days\reduce an 
immensely distended abdomen to near 
the common dimensions, and impart to 
the patient a degree of relief a com- 
parative comfort that had been long un- 
known. 

As was to be supposed, accounts of 
this nature, coming to us upon unques- 
tionable authority, were not long in being 
acted upon by American practitioners. 
Accordingly, a series of experiments was 
instituted some years ago in the Alms- 
House of this city, to test the accuracy 
of these statements, and ascertain whe- 
ther on this side of the Atlantic the re- 
medy would prove of such essential ser- 
vice. The success was, in general, so 
striking, that a case of dropsy was now 
approached with almost as much confi- 
dence, as one of pleurisy, or hepatitis; 
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and we believe, that it is still considered 
(though not so much talked of as at that 
time,) as one of the most effectual reme- 
dies in that particular species of dropsy 
called ascites. 

We have had occasion to be well 
pleased with the elaterium in several in- 
stances, and have lately seen it display 
such virtues, that we cannot forbear con- 
cisely laying the case before our readers. 

M. M‘H , a2 woman somewhat of 
a cachectic temperament had not been 
long cured of an intermittent, when she 
became dropsical to a considerable ex- 
tent.—Ascites and anasarca combined, 
with some oppression occasionally in the 
chest, not unlike hydrothorax. Cream 
of tartar and jalap, and other purgatives, 
with squills, and now and then a little ca- 
lomel, combined with diuretic drinks, 
&c. failed to make the slightest impres- 
sion upon her. Digitalis was then faith- 
fully tried for some time, with some 
slight advantage, but no permanent uti- 
lity. Recourse was finally had to ela- 
terilum, given in half-grain doses, and 
from the very first dose, she discharged 
copious watery stools, and abundance of 
urine, and in a few days was considera- 
bly reduced in the abdomen and legs. 
She has continued since that time to im- 
prove, and we have hopes that eventually 
we shall completely cure the disease. 

It may be proper to state, that in the 
commencement of the disease, while she 
was taking the squills, with frequent pur- 
ges, she was delivered of a child (be- 
tween 6 and 7 months) about 10 inches 
long, and altogether the most feeble liv- 
ing being we have ever seen: it did not 
however, live many days. Whether the 
medicines were the cause of the abor- 
tion we cannot say, but consider it a 
duty on the part of physicians, when re- 
lating a case, to tell « the whole truth.” 
The delivery had little effect on the dis- 
ease; a few days after, it was again ex- 
tending, and as soon as propriety would 
allow, we resumed our treatment. 

_ Although we do not approve of all that 
is said in the following communication, 
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nor altogether of the manner, yet there 
is undoubtedly much truth in many of 
the observations;—on this account we 
give it admission, and hope it may lead 
to further remarks from other practition- 
ers. There is one point in which we 
cordially agree, viz. that much of the 
quackery existing amongst us, does ac- 
tually arise from the physician not keep- 
ing his own medicines, and employing 
his own pupils to prepare his prescrip- 
tions. —This was universally the case for- 
merly, so that an apothecary was scarce- 
ly known amongst us:—-the physicians 
indeed imported their own medicines; 
and pharmacy was much better under- 
stood by them, than at present; their 
students became practically acquainted 
with the business, and unquestionably 
much to their advantage and to that of 
their patients—At present the number 
of apothecaries far exceeds that of the 
physicians; and the charges to the pa- 
tient are infinitely augmented—We 
should be glad to see a revival of this. 
good old custom, and we are persuaded 
it would go far, as our correspondent 
suggests, to destroy much of the quack- 
ery that exists amongst us.—As it is, 
many apothecaries now prescribe them- 
selves, and thus encroach on the pro- 
vince of the physician, without havin 

gone through those previous studies which 
are essential to qualify them for so doing. 
Another evil of no small magnitude, 
is that of leading to a coalition between 
some physicians and the apothecary, 
the former of whom receive a per centage 
on all the prescriptions sent by them to 
the shop of the latter. 


ee 


GENTLEMEN, 


The object of your paper being the 
advancement of medical science as well 
as the suppression of any improprieties 
committed by those exercising it lawfully, 
I hope that you will not be averse to pub- 
lishing a few remarks upon that widely 
extended evil, Quackery or Empiricism. 
It is well known that for the last 20 
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years, memorials have been annually pre- 
sented to our legislature for the purpose 
of preventing any person practising me- 
dicine er any of its branches without hav- 
ing gone through a regular course of stu- 
dies. At the last session this memorial pass- 
ed both houses, but our governor’s signa- 
ture was withheld in consequence of his 
supposing that it would be agreeable to 
the illiterate portion of the inhabitants of 
this state to employ those very modest 
and learned quacks who profess to cure 
every disease with which we are afflicted 
with their universal and long desired re- 
medy. The great differences observed 
in diseases, the age of the patients, their 
constitution, sex and mode of living offer 
no impediment to the employment of 
their gigantic, and in their own opinion, 
infallible remedy. 

Within the few last years dozens of 
panaceas have shown their faces to the 
world, promising to give health, and 
carry us back to those days when disease 
was little known; still by recurring to 
the public journals it will be seen that 
the number of deaths has not in the 
slightest degree decreased. 

t was bad enough while this perni- 
cious custom was confined to those per- 
sons, who could have the impudence and 
folly to suppose that they had been 
gifted with supernatural talents, and that 
it was left for them to discover that elixer 
by which life was to be preserved to an 
indefinite period; but now that the prac- 
tice of prescribing is rapidly gaining 

und with our apothecaries, (some of 
whom ought to have more sense than to 
put themselves upon a level with the 
most common quack,) it becomes the 
duty of every physician to adopt some 
method that may arrest this growing evil. 

Why is it that we have more quacks 
in our state than inany other? The an- 
swer, I believe, consists in the simple 
fact, that in every other state physicians 
keep their own medicines. Let this prac- 
tice be adopted in our city and I will 
venture to assert that in a few years 
there will be a perceptible change. There 
is no doubt that the adoption of this plan 
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will be favourably received by the en- 
lightened part of the community as they 
then would be certain of procuring the 
best medicines. 

Perhaps it might not be proper to sug- 
gest the propriety of young physician’s 
bleeding and drawing teeth. 

I have made these few observations 
for the benefit of the younger members 
of the profession, and although I cannot 
expect that the above plan will get into 
general use in one year, yet by perseve- 
rance it will gradually but firmly ad- 
vance to that extent, that nothing will 
be able to alter it, as by that time 
it will be discovered that it is the only 
rational mode of proceeding. That these 
changes ey take place, and the young 
physicians derive from them great ad- 
vantages is the anxious desire of their 
sincere friend and the public’s well 
wisher. 

AN OLD PRACTITIONER. 


Died at Milford, Mass. Miss Margaret B. 
Wallace, daughter of Mr. Joseph Wallace, 
aged 38, after an uncommonly painful and 
distressing illness of eight years, which she 
bore with almost unequalled patience and 
christian meekness; and died in a strong hope 
of a blessed immortality. Her disease was of 
a singular nature and of a very uncommon 
magnitude. The body was examined after her 
death, in presence of several neighbouring 
physicians, and was found to be a Scirrbhus 
enlargement of the ovaria. The left ovarium 
weighed 80 Ibs.; the right do. do. 10 lbs. 10 
0z.; two excrescences attached near the ova- 
ria, 3 lbs.; water computed at 48 lbs. Whole 
weight of disease, 141 Ibs. 10 oz. 


il 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Having continued the Register now through 
more than the fourth part of the year, sub- 
scribers are respectfully informed, that after 
the present number, none will be forwarded to 
those who have not complied with the terms of 
subscription.—It 1s impossible to pursue a 
work of this kind, in which constant expense 
is involved, unless that part of the contract 
which is connected with the subscribers, is 
punctually fulfilled. —The trouble of collect- 
ing such small amounts more than equals any 
advantage which the publisher realizes. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 























A.D.| History of the World. | History of Medicine. A.D.| History of the World.| History of Medicine. 
1274|Death of Thomas Aqui- 1332 Death of Durand of St. 
nas. Pourcain. 
1277|John 21, Pope. Death of Peter of Spain.}}1340] - - - - |Gentilis de Foligno. 
1281/Council of Strasburg. {William of Salita. 1342) - . - - {Cecco of Asculo.— 
Death of Nicholas 
1282) - - - - {Death of Albert of Bertrucco. 
Ballstaedt. 
1283)Andronicus 2, Emperor|John, son of Zacchary,}1343|Death of Robert of An-| John de Dondis. 
of the East. surnamed Actuarius. jou, king of Naples. 
1285/Philip le Bel, king of|Bernard Gordon,—Ar- 
France. noldde Villanova. 1344'Death of Wm. Occam. 
1287|Third invasion of the\First appearance in}1346 Battle of Cressy.— 
Monguls into Poland.| Europe of the Plica John, king of Bohe- 
underLescus le-Noir.} potonica. mia. 
1295} . : - - jLanfrane goes to Paris.||1347 University of Prague. |Regulation of queen 
—Death of Roger Jane respecting the 
Bacon, and of Thad- houses of ill fame at 
deus of Florence.— Avignon. 
' Simon of Cordo. 1349) . - ° - |Death of Gentilis de 
_ 1298/Council of Wurtzburg.|/Theodoric, bishop of Foligno.—James de 
Cervia. Dondis. 
1302) - - -  - |William of Varignana./|1363) - - += + |Guy of Chauliac. 
1304/Birth of Petrarch. William Baufet, bishop1365) - - -  -  |Confirmation of the re- 
of Paris, and physi- guiations of the 
cian to the king of School of Salernum 
France. by queen Jane. 
1305} - = - = |Bernard Gordon writes}|1369|Birth of Leonard Bruno|Death of Thomas de 
his Manuel. of Arezzo. Garbo. 
1306) - - - {Peter of Aichspait,elec-||1370\Synod of Magdebnrg.-— 
tor of Mayence. Birth of Guarin of 
1308\Henry 7, Emperor of|Torrigians. Verona. 
Germany—Death of 1371/Gerard Groot founds 
Duns Scot. : the Congregation of 
1311} - - - = {Great privileges ceded the Social Life. 
by Philip le Bel, toj/1373) - . - - |The necessary condi- 
the college of St. tions are fixed, by 
€ome at Paris. which a cure should 
1312/Council of Vienna. Vitalis of Four, Car- be deemed miracu- 
dinal-—death of Ar- lous, and the physi- 
nold of Villa Nova. cian canonized. 
1314)\Louis of Bavaria, Em-\John of Gaddesden.—}/1374|Death of Petrarch. | |Epidemic Dance of St. 
peror of Germany. Mohammed ebn Ach- Guy on the borders 
mad Almarakschi. of the Rhine.-—St. 
1315} - -  - = |Mondini—First public}, | Catharine of Sienna. 
Amphitheatre for) 1376) - - - - jPermission granted to 
dissections.——Death). the School of Mont- 
of Raymond Lully. |, pelier to open dead 
1316)/Barlaam. John Sanguinaceus re-|' bodies. 
garded as a sorcerer.| 1378|Venceslas, Emperor of 
1317] - es. - |Matthew Sylvaticus/! Germany. 
writes his Medicalj,1380| - - - «= {Peter Argelata. 
Pandects. 1381/Birth of Poggio. 
1320} - - - = |Death of Peter of Aba-|1382|Discovery of Gunpow- 
1322/General Chapter of the} no. der by  Barthold 
Minorites at Pérouse, | Schwarz. 
1325 - - - = {Death of Mondini. 1384/University of Vienna. 
- -  * = {Death of Dinus of Gar-; 1385/University of Heidel- 
1327 bo, and St. Roch. | berg. 
1328|Philip de Valois, king/Francis of Piedmont. |,1386|Birth of Ambrose Tra- 
of France. | versari. 
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MEMORANDA. 


Boston.—36 deaths for the week ending 
Oct. 9.—Consumption 4, Dysentery 2, Fe- 
vers 7. 

New York.—76 deaths for the week ending 
Oct. 16.—Consumption 10, Dropsies 10, 
Fevers 5, Hives 4, Small Pox 2. 

Camden, (N. J ) The Small Pox is here. 

Ba/ltimore.—21 deaths for the week ending 
Oct. 18, Bilious and other fevers 5, Consump- 
tion 3. 

Charleston.—30 deaths from Oct. 3, to Oct. 
10.—Yellow Fever 17. No death reported 
on the 11th. The plysians seem to have es- 
caped wonderfully. Three deaths Oct. 12. 
Three Oct. 13. Three Oct. 14. 

Thermometer, (3 P. M.) Oct. 3, and suc- 
ing days, as follows; 73°: 75°: 76°: 75°: 73°: 
73°: 95°: 

Savannah.—9 deaths for the week ending 
Oct. 12, Fevers 7. 

New Orleans. —The yellow fever still rages 
with unusual malignancy carrying off natives 
as well as strangers! 8 or 10 of the physi- 
cians have fallen victims to it this season. On 
the 17th, 18th, and 19th of Sept. there were 
32 interments.— Eleven on the 20th and 21st. 
Twenty-two on the 22d and 23d. Thirty- 
eight on the 24th, 25th and 26th. 

Thermometer, (2 P. M.)—from Sept. 19, 
as follows; 82°: 84°: 85°: 81°: 78°. 77°: 79°. 

Key West.—On the 28th of Sept. the sick 
had become convalescent, and the general 
health of the place seemed much improved. 

England.—A gentleman who died lately, at 
the age of 90 years, had for 50 years kept his 
coffin by him, and used it as a cupboard! 

A Dr. Napier had opened his veins in 5 
places, and bled himself to death! 

Prussia.—By a calculation lately made in 
Hufeland’s Journal, it appears, that in 10 
years, 1666 cases of Hydrophobia had occur- 
red in the Prussian monarchy! The cases 
were much more numerous in some provinces 
than in others. Dr. H. accounted for this by 
' the circumstance, that the provinces, where 
they most occurred, are contiguous to forests 
containing wolves, as those of Poland, Prussia, 
and the Ardennes. 





NECROLOGY. 


Dr. John Owen, Baltimore. 

Dr. John D. Armstrong, U. S. N.—KeyWest. 
Dr. John L. Smith, Cape May. 

Dr. Asa B. Hillyer, Orange County, (N. J.) 
Dr. Dabney, Montgomery, (Alab. ) 

Dr. Wm. Withers, Sussex County, (Va.) 


JESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


The Phrenological Society met at their Hali 
on Thursday, Oct. 14. The attendance was 
not so general as was expected—owing to the 
meetings concerning the Washington monu- 
ment taking place the same evening. A re- 
port from the ‘‘ Committee on Casts” was 
read,—-several new members proposed—-busts, 
casts, &c. presented to the Society, and some 
interesting desultory conversation indulged 
in. It is expected that at their next meeting, 
an interesting Lecture of a General Nature, 
will be delivered, by a member. 

We are giad to observe that more attention 
is paid to this subject than formerly, not only 
in Europe, but in this country;-—lectures are 
to be delivered at the New York Athenzum, 
and such is its interest in Great Britain, that 
a Quarterly Journal upon the subject is pub- 
lished at Edinburgh. The more it is studied, 
impartially, and without prejudice, the more 
does it seem to gain ground. 

Flannel.—<As the season is near at hand, 
in which this article of clothing is resumed by 
those who lay it aside during the summer, it 
may be as well to remind them, that when 
worn next to the skin, the almost invariable 
practice of keeping it on by night as well as 
by day, is not only unnecessary, but injurious; 
and that thereby, much of its usefulness is 
lessened. There is no danger of taking cold, 
and we soon become accustomed to any un- 
pleasant feeling attending the change. 

Tape Worm.—The fiowers of a plant called 
Kotz, in Abyssinia, infused in water, in the 
proportion of Zv of the flowers to one pint of 
water, are said to be the most effectual reme- 
dy known in this disease. The information 
comes from Dr. Brayer, who resided for some 
time at Constantinople. The plant is said to 
belong to the Rosacee, approaching in its cha- 
acter to Agrimony. 


Parotid Gland.—M. Beclard in the sum- 
mer of 1823, extirpated this, which was scirr- 
hous, ulcerated, and much enlarged: the dis- 
ease had existed for 8 years. Ina few days, 
deafness ensued—on the 12th rigors, followed 
by heat and fever—then phlegmonous erysi- 
pilas, and delirium, afterwards succeeded by 
mental alienation. The patient died, mania- 
cal, 3 months and 3 weeks after the operation. 

M. Weinhold says, he has removed it in 3 
different cases with success. 


— 
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